
How do you get high school students excited about reading? By 
hosting a family reading night of course! The New Horizons 
Action Team for Partnerships wanted to create a fun night of 
reading activities to engage students and their families. They 
had various stations set up around the gym where participants 
could check out different activities. There was everything from a 
Dr. Seuss interactive reading to a snuggle up and read with the 
Principal. At the “Snuggle Up” reading station, attendees could 
pull up a bean bag and enjoy a reading by the Principal or could 
participate in a game of word bingo. To engage older students, 
there was a seed planting activity with magnetic word sentenc-
es and a Mad Libs station. They also invited community part-

ners to participate! The Mid-Columbia Library was on hand to share library resources and 
encouraged people to sign up for a library card. Regional Service Corps volunteers read 
and colored with smaller children and their PEAK! Partner Young Life provided a s'more 
station! They even had a puppet making station where students, big and small, could 
make a pig or wolf puppet and color their own copy of The Three Little Pigs. 

Title I  Regional Conference 
On February  28th ,  the 
Educational Service District 
(ESD) 123 partnered with several 
school districts around Eastern 
Washington to host the annual 
Title I Conference for parents at 
Pasco’s Red Lion Hotel.  
The day started off with a warm 
welcome from ESD 123. The 
conference keynote speaker was 
our very own McLoughlin  8th 
grade teacher and Two-Way 
Language Program Facilitator 
Omar Escalera.  Omar gave a 
testimony about his own 
educational experience in 
Mexico and his transition to the 
United States education system.  
Omar shared some words of 
a d v i c e  w i t h  a t t e n d e e s , 
encouraging parents to get 
involved at their child’s school 
and get to know their child’s 
teachers. He encouraged 
parents to work with teachers to 
create a positive impact on their 
student. 
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Try This Out 

Effective Leadership Trait:  
Self Assessment 

 

 

E f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s 
periodically evaluate their 
personal strengths and 
areas of improvement. They 
ask “What do I like to do? 
What am I really good at? 
What are my areas of 
weakness and what do I 
dislike doing?” Conducting 
a team assessment is also a 
great leadership trait. This 
gives leaders the ability to 
know who to delegate 
responsibilities to.  “Great 
leaders hire people who 
compliment rather than 
supplement their skills.” 
Your team will benefit from 
knowing which of their 
strengths compliment the 
team to achieve the 
common goal of student 
success. -University of 
Notre Dame  

Parent Counts” activity, not 
once but twice! Every Parent 
Counts is an activity that invites 
parents to be involved at school. 
Classes earn points by having 
the most parent participation. 
About 100 students and their 
parents were invited to enjoy a 
breakfast of muffins, fruit, and 
orange juice as their reward for 
being the top two classes with 
the highest parent participation 
that week. This activity takes 
place twice a year during the fall 
and winter months.  Thank you 
Adriana  and Tri-Cities 
Community Health Center for 
your continued support! 

Omar’s closing suggestions 
were to instill structure in 
children and it all starts at 
home. He mentioned that he 
teaches all his students to use 
structure to stay on top of 
assignments and to be 
responsible students.  
Three sessions were available 
for parents to choose from 
throughout the morning and 
afternoon. Topics ranged from 
Immigration, Making Math Fun, 
Gang Awareness, Reading 
Strategies, and more!  

PEAK! Partner Recognition 
Whittier Elementary school 
would like to recognize their 
PEAK! Partner representative, 
Adriana Zuniga from Tri-Cities 
Community Health Center for 
going above and beyond! 
Whittier has recognized her with 
a thank you card for her 
continued support. 
Adriana has graciously provided 
breakfast for the two winning 
classrooms of Whittier’s “Every 

Spotlight On: New Horizons’ Family Reading Night 

Connection 

Adriana Zuniga enjoys breakfast with the 
winning classes of Whittier’s “Every Parent 

Counts” and their parents. 

Students and their families gather to 
play bingo and attend a ‘snuggle up’ 

reading with NHHS’ Principal . 



Resource Corner: A 2013 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice—  
Monday Morning Coffee Hour 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School in Seattle, WA 

Important Dates: 

Esmeralda Magana-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1102 North 10th Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-543-6769 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the 2013-2014 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising 
Partnership Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance any school’s school, family and community partnership 
program.  It is our hope not only to highlight this year’s published schools, but to encour-
age others to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   

 

 

There is no excuse for a ‘case of the Monday blues’ at Martin Luther King Jr. Elemen-
tary School in Seattle! School administrators invite families and educators to kick off 
each week with a friendly and informal meeting that is complete with coffee and snacks. 
This weekly meeting allows parents to have the opportunity to meet with one another 
and to speak to school administrators and counselors about any comments or concerns 
they may have. Parents are invited to specific coffee hours within their cultural group. 
This encourages parents to feel more comfortable to share concerns and network within 
the community. The elementary school has created a 13 question survey that is handed 
out at each meeting to obtain valuable feedback from families. Translators are also 
available to help facilitate effective two way communication. Parents from the various 
cultural groups have enjoyed the opportunity to make connections with one another and 
become an active part of creating their school community. 

 
 

For more information and details about this original activity please visit 
the NNPS website at:  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/78.pdf 

To see all other published collections please visit: 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Quote of the Month:  

“The more that you read, the more things you will       

know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”  

            ― Dr. Seuss  

 

Spring Break 

March 31—April 4 

 

Citizenship Awards 

Pasco High School 

April 9th 

6:00—8:00 pm 

 

Science Family Night 

Captain Gray ELC 

April 16th  

5:30-7:30 pm 

 

Family Movie Night 

McGee Elementary 

April 25th 

7:00 pm 

 

ATP Basics/101 Training 

Captain Gray ELC 

April 29th 

4:00-6:00 pm 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/78.pdf
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm

